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Cheering on Talents

The Karel Komarek Family Foundation supports young pianists who have the
courage to follow their dreams. Through our scholarship fund, we help children and
students develop their artistic potential, gain experience, and grow into confident,
inspiring musicians. We believe that talent deserves guidance and opportunity. With
the support of a strong partner, young artists can shape their skills, broaden their
horizons, and represent the Czech Republic with pride on international stage.

The scholarship programme is led by artistic guarantor Jan Simon, Director
of the Dvordk Prague Festival, and supported by an expert panel of Ivo Kahanek,
Beata Hlavenkova, Tomas Kaco, Jarmila Holcova, Zuzana Ceralova Petrofova,
Dana Syrova, and the MenArt Academy. They select the exceptional young pianists

who take part in the programme — musicians whose talent and commitment
promise a bright future for Czech music.

About the Artists

Magdaléna Kovarova (13)

Magdaléna studies piano and is a MenART scholarship holder under
Ivo Kahanek. She has taken masterclasses with Lukas Vondracek and
in 2024 won First Prize at the IRVINE International Music Competition,
followed by a performance at Carnegie Hall. Her playing combines
focus, sensitivity, and confidence beyond her years.

Adam Znamirovsky (15)

Adam began playing piano at four and has won national and
international competitions since the age of seven. Considered one
of the leading Czech talents of his generation, he has performed
with the Czech Radio Symphony Orchestra at the Dvorak Prague
Festival. Further, as a MenART scholarship holder, he studies under

lvo Kahanek.

Nora Lubbadova (16)

Nora is among the most promising young pianists in the Czech
Republic. She performs solo both at home and abroad, including in
Brussels under the auspices of the Karel Komarek Family Foundation.
A laureate of the Concertino Praga competition, she impressed
audiences with Grieg's Piano Concerto and has taken masterclasses
with Daniel Blumenthal and Stephen Kovacevich.




Jan Schulmeister (19)

Jan continues a sixteen-generation family music tradition. Since the
age of seven, he has earned major awards and performed with Czech
orchestras under leading conductors. He collaborates with the
Wihan Quartet and performs both at home and abroad. As a MenART
alumnus, he gained international recognition with 3" Prize at The
Cliburn Junior Competition in Dallas.

Valentyna Ibrigi (13)

Valentyna began playing the piano at the age of eight under the
guidance of her teacher Ellina Bel¢ikova. Just a year later she
broke through with a victory in the competition Young Pianists Play
Steinway & Sons and soon after, she became its overall winner. Since
then, she has been collecting awards at competitions in the Czech
Republic and abroad. Her playing is noted for its expression, energy,

and musical maturity.

Concert Programme

Magdaléna Kovarova
- Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata in C Minor, Op. 10 No. 1 - lll. Movement
- Maurice Ravel: Jeux d'eau

Valentyna lbriqi

- L ouis-Claude Daquin: Le Coucou

- Frédéric Chopin: Nocturne in E-flat Major, Op. 9 No. 2

- Sergei Rachmaninoff: Moment Musical in E Minor, No. 4

Jan Schulmeister
- Sergei Rachmaninoff: Morceaux de fantaisie, Op. 3 No. 1 - Elégie
- Leo$ Janacek: Sonata 1. X. 1905 “From the Street” (Presentiment, Death)

Nora Lubbadova
- Frédéric Chopin: Etudes, Op. 25 Nos. 10, 11, 12
- Claude Debussy: L'isle joyeuse

Adam Znamirovsky
*Igor Stravinsky: Three Movements from Petrushka
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Invitation

After the concert, we warmly invite all guests to join us for a glass of wine. A moment
to meet, share impressions, and celebrate the evening together.

29" Made in Prague Festival
[Elfg:g"lil This event is part of the 29th Made in Prague Festival (31 October -

. 30 November 2025), a vibrant celebration of contemporary Czech
[w]€: culture showcasing film, music, visual art, theatre, and literature, to UK

RO  their mission to actively promote Czechia by showcasing Czech culture,
programme

audiences. Organised annually by Czech Centre London in line with

innovations and creativity in the UK.

Support talented young pianists

If you enjoy the concert, we warmly invite you to
support talented young pianists and their artistic
growth. To donate, simply scan the QR code to visit

pianadoskol.cz. Thank you for standing with the next

generation of exceptional young artists,
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